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MOSAIC  PORTRAITS 


James  A.  Garfield  served  as  President  of  the 
United  States  from  March  4,  1881  until  his  as- 
sassination in  September,  1881. 


Abraham  Lincoln  served  as  President  of  the 
United  States  from  March  4,  1861  until  his  assas- 
sination in  April  of  1865. 

On  the  east  wall  of  the  east  lobby  of  the  Senate  gallery  may  be  found  portraits  in  mosaic  of  Presidents 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  James  Garfield.  These  are  the  only  mosaic  portraits  in  the  Capitol  Building  and 
indeed  are  among  the  small  number  of  such  portraits  in  this  country.  President  Lincoln's  portrait  was  at 
one  time  exhibited  in  Statuary  Hall,  according  to  Roose's  guidebook  for  1880.  At  this  time.  Statuary  Hall 
contained  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  works  of  art  consisting  of  portrait  busts,  full-length  statues,  and 
a  few  paintings.  As  more  and  more  states  contributed  statues  representative  of  their  renowned  citizens, 
the  works  of  art  formerly  displayed  in  Statuary  Hall  were  transferred  to  other  areas  of  the  Capitol.  Thus, 
the  mosaic  portrait  of  President  Lincoln,  with  its  companion  portrait  of  President  Garfield,  were  moved 
and  now  appear  in  the  Senate  Gallery's  East  Wing.  Visitors  to  the  Capitol  should  take  care  to  note  these 
portraits  as  they  are  easily  overlooked  due  to  unsubstantial  lighting. 

Little  is  known  of  the  artist's  life.  Antonio  Salviati  was  born  in  Vicenza,  Italy,  1816,  and  died  in  Ven- 
ice, Italy,  January  25,  1890.  He  revived  the  making  of  Venetian  glass  at  Murano  and  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  success  of  its  revival  around  the  year  I860. 

The  works  by  which  Salviati  is  represented  in  the  Capitol  Building  were  given  through  Tiffany  Brothers 
of  New  York,  who  seemed  to  have  business  relations  with  Mr.  Salviati.  The  work  of  Antonio  Salviati  so 
far  as  these  examples  show,  seems  to  be  of  a  high  order,  although  as  mentioned  before,  the  number  of 
mosaics  in  this  country  are  so  few  that  judgment  by  comparison  is  difficult. 
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MOSAIC  PORTRAIT 

IN  THE  NATIONAL  CAPITOL 

What  is  probably  the  only  mosaic  portrait  of  President 
Lincoln  is  little  known  because  it  is  on  the  poorly  lighted 
east  wall  of  the  Senate  Gallery  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington. 
Alongside  is  a  mosaic  portrait  of  President  Garfield  and 
these  are  the  only  mosaic  portraits  in  the  Capitol  building 
and,  indeed,  among  the  small  number  in  this  country. 

The  mosaics  are  the  work  of  the  Italian  artist,  Antonio 
Salviati  who  was  born  in  Vicenza  in  1816  and  died  in  Ven- 
ice in  1890.  He  revived  the  making  of  Venetian  glass  at 
Murano  and  was  known  to  be  deeply  interested  in  this 
about  1860.  These  mosaics  were  given  to  the  Capitol  by 
the  Tiffany  Brothers  of  New  York  who  seemed  to  have 
some  business  relations  with  Mr.  Salviati. 

According  to  Roose's  guidebook  for  1880,  President 
Lincoln's  portrait  was  exhibited  in  Statuary  Hall  along  with 
a  collection  of  busts,  statues,  and  paintings.  As  more  States 
contributed  statues  representative  of  their  most  reknowned 
citizens,  the  works  of  art  were  transferred  to  other  areas 
of  the  Capitol  and  the  two  mosaic  portraits  went  to  the  east 
wing  of  the  Senate  Gallery.  They  may  have  been  placed 
together  because  both  Presidents  were  assassinated.   


Mosaic  portrait  of  Lincoln 
Senate  Gallery  Hallway 
Wash,  D. C. 
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